2017- 2018 Theme:
awake

to trust God beyond what comes easy or what is known, to
pray “Your Kingdom come” and then reimagine and reposition
our lives and ministry to be a part of that answered prayer for
this campus and for the life of the world.

My favorite line from C.S. Lewis’s
The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe is simply,
“Aslan is on the move.”

May God awaken us to the immanent realities—to not let our
egos or vision be entirely focused on the great things, but
to give Jesus full reign of the moment, the details, the daily
motivation, the schedule, the interruptions, the mundane, the
“least of these,” the broken, the lonely, the lost.

What is true and exciting as we
enter into a new school year is
Lead Pastor
that Jesus is on the move and
calls us to both be aware of
what He’s up to and join Him on the journey.

Rob Schrumpf

In his Letters to Malcolm, Lewis writes this of Jesus: “He
walks everywhere incognito. And the incognito is not always
hard to penetrate. The real labour is to remember, to attend.
In fact, to come awake. Still more to remain awake.”
“Awake.”
This is our theme.
This is our prayer for the year.
As we seek to reach, equip, and mobilize the Purdue campus
community for the glory of Jesus and His Kingdom, would
you join us in these prayers?

Jesus, Himself, put it this way: ”Give your entire attention to
what God is doing right now” (Matthew 6:34).
To help launch our theme for the year, we begin with a
sermon series on Romans 12. In view— or awakened to the
storyline—of God’s mercy, transformation affects every part
of our life: our worship, our worldview, our identity, our place
in the Church, our relationships, our response to brokenness
and evil, and our reality in light of the Resurrection.
We invite you to stay connected via our podcasts,
website, and social media, and we treasure your prayers,
encouragement, and support as we keep in step with the
One on the move!

2017-2018 Staff Family
We praise God for our staff family that loves, encourages, challenges, and celebrates
each other year after year.

In Christ,

Greyhouse renovations
will begin this fall to
expand both the space
and menu. To support
the project, go to
pcch.org/greyhouse.

May God awaken us to the transcendent possibilities—to
dream big, to not let our comfort overrule our discipleship,

Financial Update

Sarah Barnes
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“I have been going to Campus House
for the last four years. As I got more
involved in this community and joined the
Hospitality Council, I was blessed with the
opportunity to help tailor the way students
are welcomed into Campus House. When
a new student comes into Campus House,
my hope for her is that she is welcomed
with open arms through the hospitality
team, but also that she is willing to look for
friendships in unexpected places. God is
so creative in the way He connects people;
there are no coincidences in His plans.”

International Welcome Dinner
Nearly 300 international students came through our
doors for the fall welcome dinner.
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“No,” she paused. “I don’t think so.”

Early Fall Highlights
First Sunday

The twinkle returned to her eyes as she saw where I was
going.

Rick Whitlock
Campus Minister

Growing in
Spiritual Maturity
Our first three-service Sunday of the semester brought
in hundreds of new and returning students despite
construction on State Street.

Bbq and Worship

“But I just don’t feel like I am growing,” she said
woefully. “I want to love God and others, but I keep
seeing how my words and thoughts and actions aren’t.
I don’t know what to do. I feel like a worse person
now than I ever have. I thought I was supposed to be
becoming a better person in Christ.” As I listened to
her — a 20-year-old woman whose faith in Christ was
still relatively new — I couldn’t help but smile inside.
Smiling, even internally, may seem an inappropriate
response. But as I looked at her across the table, our
cups of coffee a warm comfort from the rain outside
but not for the tears welling up in her eyes, I said,
“I know it feels like you can’t grow quickly enough
right now, and seeing your own shortcomings is truly
painful. But six months ago, did you care about how
your words might not reflect Christ to your friends?
Were you aware of the pride you’ve been describing,
your desire to be right and in control, even of your
own growth in Christ?”

“Can I tell you what I see?” I asked. “I see a young woman
who, six months ago, was reading the Bible on her own
for the first time and incredibly hungry for truth. And I
see a woman now who, because of God’s love for you,
won’t let that truth leave you alone. His truth has become
grace: revealing sin but greater than that sin. Six months
ago, you weren’t aware of some of your own sins, but
God has now shown you. Not to make you despair, but to
guide you into the joy of repentance. When our sins die,
we walk more fully with Him moment by moment.”
At Campus House, we are awakening to renewed passion
for discipling our students into spiritual maturity. To do
this in our culture and community, we must maintain a
crucial balance. From the time our students were children,
they were trained by the healthy adults in their lives to
become independent: using the bathroom, picking up
their toys, keeping appointments, finishing their work. We
take on new challenges and learn to accomplish new
things by ourselves. Becoming increasingly independent
is the pathway to maturity.
In one sense, then, growing into maturity means becoming
more independent. But growing into spiritual maturity is
completely different. As Susan Yates has written, “Spiritual
growth and maturity occurs when we become more
dependent on God, not less.”

On the college campus, we have the task of encouraging
independence in our students so that they might be those
who gain skills and abilities that contribute to their own
health and that of others. But the way we do this is to
point to a foundational dependence on another: God the
Father through Jesus Christ under the direction of the
Holy Spirit.
Our truest independence, our truest self, is only found
in utter dependence on God. This is why Paul shows
throughout his letters that the goal of the Christian life
is to grow up into Christ. Colossians 1:28-29 reveals why
Christians repeatedly return to Christ not just for answers
to life’s questions and problems, but in order to grow up
into Him and, therefore, come to display His character in
the world.

Him we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, that we may present
everyone mature in Christ. For this I toil, struggling with
all his energy that he powerfully works within me.
Would you join us in this work? We recognize that each
of us who work at Campus House is responsible to God
and one another for our personal efforts in this ministry.
And yet we know that apart from God and the work He
does collectively through His people, the Church, we
would work in vain. Please pray for us as we initiate
relationships with students, teaching them to obey
Jesus, modeling what life in Him looks like, correcting
them when they go astray, and loving them fully as we
humbly submit ourselves to God in dependence and
prayer. To Him be the glory as He grows us in spiritual
maturity.

We kicked off the school year with a BBQ and a worship
night under the stars.

International Welcome
Dinner

Mike McNeely
Alumni Relations
Director

What is Your Story?
The annual dinner led to 60 Global Connect
friendship group sign-ups and many more intentional
conversations.

My Campus House story began in January 1975 through a
campus outreach held at the Union: Joy Celebration Week. My
friend Steve Robison’s invitation to come with him to hear the
band changed my life. Later that week, I was baptized by the
campus minister, Doug Dickey. Like so many God stories, it was
a personal invitation from a friend that brought me back to God.

During Christmas break that year on a mission trip to Cookson Hills,
I met Sharon Reaker. We were married 2 ½ years later. God brought
us together even before Cookson: Sharon was baptized that
same night in January 1975! God started writing our story together
before we ever met. We have so many great memories of Sunday
worship, Cost Suppers, Wednesday Bible Studies, Cookson Hills
Mission Trips, and the Guys’ House (329 Russell). We were also on
campus for the original Star Wars release and the blizzard of ’78!
As alums, we followed and supported the work God continued to
do through the students and staff of Campus House. I also had the
privilege to serve on the Board of Directors (about 20 years) with
my last term ending February 2016.
In August, I joined the Campus House staff as Alumni Relations
Director. My focus will be assisting GiJey Gilliam in connecting

with the 800+ supporters that so graciously contribute and partner
in the work happening here. I look forward to hearing your stories
of how God impacted your life through this ministry.
As my story continues to be written, God has given me a front row
seat to what He has done through the work of the students and
staff at Campus House. The players have changed, but Campus
House has remained faithful to the Word of God and our mission
of reaching, equipping, and mobilizing college students with the
Whole Gospel in their Whole Life for the Whole World.
“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every
prayer of mine for you all making my prayer of joy, because of your
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. And I am
sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:3-6).

