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Financial 
Update

A Packed House
We filled every chair and all four overflow spaces in 

our building the first Sunday of the semester.

2018-2019 Staff Family
Thank you for your ongoing support of our commitment to the Lord and His pursuit of Purdue students!

WHERE WE ARE:

$481,485.87

WHERE WE 
SHOULD BE:

$635,510.19

TOTAL GOAL FOR 
2018:

$1,089,446

This Year’s Theme: A Living Hope

International Welcome Dinner
We welcomed 300+ international students for 

dinner during their first week at Purdue.

Our theme, A Living Hope, comes from 1 Peter 1:3. 
Read more in Rob’s letter on the back page.



The Vision for Discipleship
“So we’re all in agreement,” Lea said. She was 
looking at a whiteboard displaying what our 
Fellowship Staff had written in response to the 
question: “What do we need, and what do we 
think our students need, in the upcoming year?” 
We were unified in our desires: we all wanted to be 
rooted in an ongoing cycle of biblical discipleship.

This is nothing new. The Church through the ages 
has longed for the realities of salvation in Christ 
to shape our everyday life. But we’d reached a 
point where some shifts were needed. We believe 
God is calling us deeper still, as He does with all 
His people. As we sat in Rob’s office that day, we 
recognized we wanted someone to own the vision 
for a culture of discipleship at Campus House. 

I am honored to say that this has become my role.

Since that meeting back in May, I’ve immersed 
myself in praying, thinking, and developing 
structures, content, and processes that will enable 
us to live our vision together this year. 

Rick Whitlock
Pastor of Discipleship

At the heart of our vision for discipleship is “with-
ness.” As we looked at the way Jesus led His 
disciples, we saw Him constantly saying “come with 
me.” We are seeking for our ministry to resemble this 
“with me” strategy. To that end, we are spending 
more time together as a staff in the realities of 
life: communion with God, intellectual formation, 
emotional/character formation, physical health, 
relationships, service (including work/vocation), 
and resource stewardship (money/possessions).

The other thing I am using to shape our vision is 
an adaptation of Tim Keller’s “theological vision.” 
A theological vision is a faithful restatement of 
the Gospel with rich implications for life, ministry, 
and mission in a particular culture at a moment 
in history. This requires us to continue to clarify 
our doctrinal foundations so that we make clear 
connections to our ministry practices. Ministry 
practices can’t just be good ideas but must flow 
from good doctrines rooted in our mission to make 
disciples.

We’re asking ourselves questions like:
  •What is the gospel, and how do we bring it to 
bear on the hearts of people today?
   •What is this culture like, and how can we connect 
to it and challenge it?
   •How will we make our case to this culture about 
the truth of Christianity?

Through (1) reflective living, (2) personal obedience, 
and (3) a community of grace and truth, we will 
continually reflect deeply on Scripture and our 
foundational doctrines; on our culture and campus; 
and on our personal thoughts and words so that 
our plans and actions in life and ministry are 
challenged and built up by God’s truth and grace.

Engaging 
International 
Students
Dave Shockey
Director of Mobilization

Worship Night Highlights

Hundreds of Purdue students from several ministries and churches 
gathered to worship on Slayter Hill the first night of class and dedicate 
this school year to Jesus.

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority 
in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you. And surely 

I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’” 
(Matthew 28:19-20)

Jesus’ final words to His disciples in Matthew’s 
Gospel invite us to go in His authority to all nations, 
baptizing them and teaching them to do everything 
that Jesus taught. This “Great Commission” has 
launched generations of missionaries around the 
globe to spread the amazing reality of our Living 
Hope, Jesus. 

Here at Campus House, we have a unique 
opportunity to reach all nations without “going” 
very far. Purdue has the 3rd highest population of 
international students among U.S. public universities. 
This year, we have more than 9,000 internationals 

on campus, the majority of whom come from 
countries without a substantial Christian witness. 
The number of international students on campus has 
grown by 86% in the last 10 years. 

We are working to reach these students and 
help them meet and begin to follow Jesus. Our 
school year started by welcoming more than 300 
new internationals to campus with a dinner and 
conversation. Some of those students are joining 
our friendship partner program, where they are 
paired with an American student to meet regularly 
and share life. On Sunday nights, we’ve launched 
an Exploratory Bible Study through John, where 
internationals, and others with questions about 

Christianity and the Bible, can have a safe and open 
space to explore the Gospel.

Thank your for your partnership. We could not 
operate on campus without financial and prayer 
support like yours. Would you please pray for the 
international students at Purdue? Would you pray 
that God moves powerfully through these amazing 
students who are far from home, learning about life, 
our culture, and asking important questions? Would 
you pray that, as a church community, Campus 
House would exhibit God’s heart of welcome and 
care for these students? Would you pray that God 
moves on campus this year and many students 
would come to know Jesus?

Outreach to New Students
Purdue welcomed 8,300 first-year students this fall, the largest freshman class 
in the school’s history. Through outreach at activity fairs, our Freshmen Call-
Out, and new banners on the building, we pray many of these students find a 
home at Campus House.
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Financial Update
Katie Gruver
Senior 
Human Services & Spanish

“Being in a Community 
Group has caused my 
faith to grow exponentially. 
Hearing how God is moving in the 
lives of women around me is so 
inspiring and causes me to feel on fire 
for the Lord. This year, I am a leader 
of a Community Group for the first 
time, and I can’t wait to see where He 
takes us this year. I pray that the Holy 
Spirit will continue to move my heart 
and make His presence known when 
we are gathered in community.” 

LAST MONTH: 351 GIFTS TOTALING $79,022.48
NEXT MONTH’S NEED: $90,787.17

WHERE WE ARE
$481,485.87

WHERE WE SHOULD BE 
$635,510.19

2018 GENERAL FUND OVERVIEW 
$0 $1,089,446

Dear Campus House,

How can I describe this? It’s like 
coming off the ramp into six lanes of 
70 mph traffic in the middle of a city. 
It’s like 40,000 people gathering for 
an epic event and then deciding to 
stay for the next nine months.
It’s exhilarating. It’s exhausting. It’s 
the launch of Fall Semester.

Every Wednesday, we gather in 
the big room for staff worship, and 
the first 15 minutes are set aside 
for celebrations and stories from 

the previous week. During our first gathering of the year, 15 minutes 
turned into 45 as we recounted the mind-blowing things that God has 
already done over the course of the first weekend of the semester; 
bringing more than 300 international students into our space for a 
meal and some awesome conversations, the chance to connect with 
hundreds of freshmen at activity fairs, His blessing on a significant 
time with our leaders through training and prayer, as well as a day 
retreat for our worship teams. And then, on Sunday, it was a rather 
emotional scene as a steady stream of students poured in from every 
direction to the House. We were packed out beyond anything we’ve 
ever experienced; every chair in the building being used in all of our 
overflow spaces and lobby. 

The next night we hosted a night of worship on Slayter Hill, bringing 
together hundreds of students from several campus ministries and 
churches to proclaim the glory of Jesus. The forecast for the day had 
been a 70% chance of thunderstorms, but God literally split the storm 
in half, giving us the gift of absolutely clear skies. It was a powerful 
night of worship, Word, and prayer for students. As we’ve mentioned 

before, we don’t want to be driven by the numbers game, but we 
can’t shut up about how God is moving on this campus, how He is 
transforming lives with “a living hope.”

The Apostle Peter writes to the scattered church:
“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his 
great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance 
that can never perish, spoil or fade.” (1 Peter 1:3-4)

In a world and on a campus where hope seems elusive and students 
are searching for purpose, satisfaction, relief, and rescue in a myriad of 
destructive and life-robbing places and practices, the Gospel offers a 
different storyline. Peter describes a hope, perseverance, and ongoing 
spiritual growth in the midst of circumstances, cultural pressures, and 
suffering. It is a call to holiness, reverent fear, trust, honesty, love, 
and becoming like Christ from being with Christ; the Gospel getting 
worked into every facet of our lives. 

“A Living Hope” is our theme for the year, and we will be teaching 
through 1 Peter each Sunday throughout the first semester. We invite 
you to join us via podcast, and please pray that we get these students 
connected, that we keep in step with where Jesus is leading, and that 
thousands of lives are transformed over these coming months as we 
hold out this hope to a new generation of Boilermakers! 

We appreciate your partnership in this crazy awesome work and pray 
that the Living Hope of Jesus continues to work into every thread of 
your being. 

In Christ,
Rob

Rob Schrumpf
Lead Pastor


