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A CELEBRATION OF GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
The Campus House family gathered February 17th for the Annual Thank You Dinner, where we celebrated God’s 
movement in 2017 and shared our vision for another year of ministry at Purdue. Read Rob’s letter on the back page 
for a recap of the event.

A Theology of Suffering
Read more about the sermon series and 

follow along on our website.

WHERE WE ARE:

 $86,695

WHERE WE 
SHOULD BE:

$90,787

TOTAL GOAL FOR 
2018:

$1,089,446

Winter Vision Trips
Vision Trips in Lafayette and Indianapolis focused 

on racial justice and sex trafficking.

Men’s & Women’s Ministry
Learn how God is moving among the young men 

and women at Campus House.



Women’s Ministry:
Saved & Being Saved

Much of our “women’s ministry” is woven into the 
fabric of our ministry at large; yet we also seek to 
be intentional about setting apart times to teach and 
encourage men and women separately since Scripture 
tells us we are created uniquely male and female in 
the image of God (Gen. 5:1-2). Each week, a dozen 
women’s Community Groups meet, and dozens 
more individual female discipleship and pastoral care 
conversations happen. Special women’s events and 
groups are also offered. In February, we hosted nearly 
100 college women at our annual women’s retreat, Set 
Free, and in April we will facilitate a sexual wholeness 

Preaching a sermon series 
on the Old Testament 
book of Job was a very 
personal decision for me. 
And the more I’ve read 
and reread it, the more 
I’m convinced that’s the 
only way to take Job: 
personally. For the book 
addresses the problem 
of evil and suffering 
not from a professor’s 
armchair but a paralytics 
wheelchair, not with a 

simple Tweet but the gnarled beauty of poetic dialogue 
between friends so bent on doing one another good 
that they offend each other in the process.

There comes a time when all Christians will turn to 
Job, but so many of us do so only when staring the 
confusion of suffering in the face. What if we learned 
from Job not only when suffering came upon us but 
before? What if we took the apostle James’ advice and 
looked to Job to learn from his story how to remain 
steadfast under suffering (5:10-11)? What does it take 
for us to become men and women who not only 
sustain but even grow in our faith over the course of 
our lives, knowing that we will see suffering, sorrow, 

injustice, and pain? What if we were so developed in 
God’s compassion and mercy that we had a framework 
for facing the temptations that arise when suffering 
comes?

Job gives us a brilliant foreshadowing of Jesus, the 
ultimate, innocent, undeserved sufferer. And he gives 
us a foreshadowing of all who will follow in Christ’s 
footsteps since we follow His pattern: suffering 
precedes glory (Luke 24:26). 

Today we hear that this generation of college 
students has the highest recorded rate of anxiety 
and depression. We are told more than ever that they 
aren’t prepared to be adults and are delaying certain 
forms of responsibility as long as possible. And why 
shouldn’t they? On one hand, they’ve been given so 

The Book of Job: A Theology of Suffering

Rick Whitlock
Campus Minister

Lea Schrumpf
Director of Spiritual 
Formation

Men’s Ministry:
Building Up the Body of Christ

A few years ago, we noticed a lack of investment and 
ownership from the male students at Campus House. 
Some seemed apathetic and uninterested in truly 
being transformed by the work of Jesus in their lives. 
We began to pray for the men in our ministry to be 
moved to action, to take ownership in their faith, and 
to lead other men to do the same. 

We had almost 40 men join us on our men’s retreat in 
February, and they were hungry for what God had for 
them in our time together. A few of them spontaneously 
extended our time of corporate worship. After worship, 
the same students, sensing a need for it, invited the 
guys to request and receive prayer from staff and 
one another to experience freedom from any spiritual 
bondage they were under.

A Joshua House resident recently decided to open up 
the house for students to gather every other Saturday 
afternoon to worship, pray together, and simply 
encourage one another in their journeys with the Lord.

group for women—all intended to create a context for 
instruction and nurturing of feminine hearts in the 
Gospel so that “we may present everyone mature in 
Christ” (Col. 1:28b).   

Currently our women are having conversations around 
what it means that we are “saved (justified) and being 
saved (sanctified)” in Christ. As we are seeking to grow 
in maturity, we are sensing the following invitations 
from the Lord:
 
• salvation and favor by grace through faith in Jesus,      
  rather than our own effort or merit
• freedom from shame
• confidence in our identity as daughters of a loving     
  Father and a powerful King
• assurance of God’s nearness when we are lonely        
  and brokenhearted
• sexual healing and wholeness
• servant leadership in places of influence
• using the spiritual blessings we have already been  
  given in Christ 
• healthy stewardship of work and calling 

Each of these invitations is an individual brush 
stroke in the Great Artist’s masterpiece of grace and 
redemption—the work of “Christ in [us], the hope of 
glory” (Col. 1:27b).

Ken Liechty
Director of Community

One weekend, three of our male students organized 
a group of more than 30 guys to get off campus 
together. Men often cut each other down, rather than 
loving and building one another up. The vision these 
students had for the time away was to provide a space 
where the guys would be free to fully be themselves 
without fear of being mocked. In that freedom, they 
worshipped, played, prayed, wrestled in the mud, and 
had time to be with the Lord alone and together.

Our staff did not organize any of these things. God has 
been answering our prayers for the men at Campus 
House through these guys who have stepped up to 
walk out their faith boldly and to invite other guys to 
come with them. We are so grateful for the ways God 
is moving among the men in our ministry!

much, and so much is literally at their fingertips through 
smartphones and the internet. What’s the rush? On the 
other hand, the constant onslaught of the information 
age means news travels fast, and everyday we hear 
of the threat of nuclear missile launches, school 
shootings, hate crimes, and sexual assaults. How can 
a generation stand up under these burdens without 
losing heart if they see hard things but few have 
learned to walk by faith in these hard things? They 
are used to Tweet-able answers, but God gave us not 
140 characters but 42 chapters on suffering. If we are 
to walk wisely in this life, we must be conformed to 
patterns of God more than the patterns of this world. 
So we preach Job, in all its gnarled beauty. In doing 
so, we look forward to final glory of Christ when faith 
will become sight. 
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Financial Update

LAST MONTH: 345 GIFTS TOTALING $86,695
NEXT MONTH’S NEED:  $90,787

WHERE WE ARE
$86,695

WHERE WE SHOULD BE 
$90,787

2018 GENERAL FUND OVERVIEW 
$0 $1,089,446

Rob Schrumpf
Lead Pastor

The Annual Thank You Dinner is 
always a bit of a family reunion. 
For those of you that were able 
to be a part of it, it was awesome 
to see you there. And for those 
who were unable to make it 
this year, we missed you! The 
purpose of the night is to express 
our appreciation to all of you 
who support and pray for this 
ministry, as well as give a “state 

of the House” through stories, updates, and a snapshot of 
where God is leading us.

During my closing remarks, I shared about a recent 
conversation with a seminary professor I met at a conference 
who asked about Campus House. As I shared the scope and 
impact, his eyes kept getting bigger, and finally he cut me off 
and said, 

“How? What are you doing to be so successful?”

I said, “God’s just… moving in a powerful way. We’re just trying 
to keep in step with His Spirit.”

He said, “Yea, yea–I’ve written three books on the Holy Spirit. 
I know God is moving–but what are you doing? What’s the 
secret? What’s your formula?”

The conversation didn’t sit well with me. I awoke at 3:00am 
and wrote an email:

“To talk about ‘what God did’ or ‘how the Spirit moved’ can be 
just Christianeze, or self-deprecating, insipid rote, or even a 

false humility that is pride in disguise; but it could also be the 
awestruck reality that there is no magic bullet or genius plan 
to be replicated but, simply and profoundly, a sovereign and 
gracious God to be praised.

We are called to participate and ‘add to’,  but the participation 
is in His divine nature and through His great and glorious 
promises… i.e. to participate in what He is already up to. To 
be sure, our Father absolutely delights in His children and 
lavishes with gifts and lights up when we show Him our latest 
finger-painting. Yes, He commissions us to create culture and 
steward resources and bring life, beauty, and excellence. Yes, 
He gives freedom and freewill to make decisions and dream 
and explore and experiment. Yes, we have the presence and 
power of the Holy Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead…
residing, mind-blowingly, inside of us. But it is His power. It’s 
His presence. It’s His ministry. It’s His Kingdom. It’s His epic story 
being written. He invites me into ‘what’s already in progress’ 
and lovingly, graciously, abundantly, explosively takes our 
kid’s lunch and feeds the masses. I want in on His gig.”

There is no secret. There is no formula. There is only God’s 
grace and our response of gratitude, obedience, and love. 
The call is not so much just more “doing” for God, as paying 
attention to what God is doing. The call is to be awake. 

In his letter to the Colossians, Paul writes: “Devote yourselves 
to prayer, being watchful and thankful.” Thanks be to God for 
His indescribable gift, and thanks be to you for joining us in 
this watchful, thankful, prayerful work.

AWAKE
Attentive to God’s Work Among Us


