True discipleship is hearing the Word of God, putting it into action, and sharing it with others;
so the goal of this resource is to help us as a community to practice listening and responding to
Jesus together as we carry the Good News into the world. We hope this format will help you
facilitate meaningful, Spirit-led engagement with a few others— however and wherever you’re
gathered. To truly go deeper, we encourage consistency and commitment.

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Take a moment to jot down anything God spoke to you through His Word today—
anything that stood out to you or felt pressing on your heart as you engaged the
sermon. When the God of all Creation speaks to us, we want to pay attention to what
He says, and we want to consider how He’s asking us to respond!

CLEAR THE SPACE

Take a couple of moments now to greet the others in the “room” and to ask if there are
any pressing issues that would challenge anyone’s ability to be fully present to the
conversation. If so, invite that person to name that need briefly; and then make plans
for to follow up with that individual at a later time to offer care. For now, take a
moment to pray for any such presenting needs before opening the “going deeper”
time in prayer.

OPEN WITH PRAYER

Pray that God would speak to you through His Word and His Spirit today and that He
would give you the ability to hear and respond to Him and to help others do the same.

CHECK IN

*If you have gathered to “go deeper” before, take a couple of moments to briefly
check in to see how each of you is responding to what God said last time.

ENGAGE THE WORD AND NOTICE TOGETHER

Read aloud today’s sermon passage together. As you read or listen, pay attention once
again to anything God seems to be highlighting. Simply notice at this stage. After the
passage has been read, allow each person to share what they noticed without need for
any explanation. (For example, “The phrase, ‘You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies’ seemed to stand out to me.”) If a person chooses not to
share, they may “pass.”

LISTEN FOR AN INVITATION

Read the passage a second time. This time, listening for an invitation from God. How
might He be asking you to respond to what He highlighted? Make space for the group
to share more about the invitation that is being sensed. Listeners are encouraged to be
listening to the person sharing and to God, noticing if any questions arise that may
help the speaker interpret and apply what God is saying. Questions intended to simply
satisfy personal curiosity are discouraged here, but those that help the speaker practice
curiosity about his/her life and how God is applying His Word are encouraged, as long
as the speaker is open to them.

DISCUSS FURTHER

Questions for further reflection have been provided in the “description” section of
today’s livestream on YouTube. Use these questions as you see fit to further shape your
understanding of what God is saying.

MAKE A PLAN TO RESPOND

Each person is encouraged to name an actionable “next step” in response to God’s
invitation today and to share it with the group. It can be helpful here to make notes so
that you can follow up later. *The next time you gather, check in with one another to
hear how the response is going to encourage follow through.

CLOSE THE TIME

Does anyone have a Psalm or another passage of Scripture that’s on your heart right
now—something God may want to share through you as encouragement of His
character? Share it with the group, and close your time in prayer, asking God to help
you follow through on your response to Him.

